Purpose Behind Our Creation 

[ Did you think that We created you in vain, and that to Us you will not be returned ?’ ] 


[ The Believers 23:115 ] 


the verse mean: Did you think that We had created you merely for the sake of sport and 
there was no purpose behind your creation? Therefore you may eat, drink, be merry 
and enjoy yourself as you please. 


Think and Ponder 


Who Create Us ? 




[ Did you think that We created you in vain, and that to Us you will not 
he returned ?’ ] 

[The Believers 23:115 ] 

the verse mean: Did you think that We had created you merely for the 
sake of sport and there was no purpose behind your creation? Therefore 
you may eat, drink, he merry and enjoy yourself as you please. 
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the answer is : ALLAH THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS 

[ That is Allah , your Lord; there is no deity except Him, the Creator of all things, 
so worship Him. And He is Disposer of all things ] 

[ The Quran 6:102 ] 
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[ That is Allah , your Lord; 
there is no deity except 
Him, the Creator of all 
things, so worship Him. And 
He is Disposer of all things ] 

[ The Quran 6:102 ] 


God defined the purpose of mankind’s creation in Quran: 

“ I have created the jinn and humankind only for My worship.” 

( The Quran 51:56 ) 

Thus, the essential purpose for which humankind was created is the worship of 
God. However, the Almighty is not in need of human worship. He did not create 
human beings out of a need on His part. If not a single human worshipped God, it 
would not diminish His glory in any way, and if all of humankind worshipped Him, it 
would not increase His glory in any way. God is perfect. He alone exists without any 
needs. All created beings have needs. Consequently, it is humankind that needs to 
worship God. 






The Big Questions, Part I - In The Beginning 
by Dr Laurence B. Brown 

At some point in our lives, everybody asks the big questions: “Who made us,” and 
“Why are we here?” 

So who did make us? Most of us have been brought up more on science than religion, 
and to believe in the Big Bang and evolution more than God. But which makes more 
sense? And is there any reason why the theories of science and creationism cannot 
coexist? 

The Big Bang may explain the origin of the universe, but it doesn’t explain the origin 
of the primordial dust cloud. This dust cloud (which, according to the theory, drew 
together, compacted and then exploded) had to come from somewhere. After all, it 
contained enough matter to fonn not just our galaxy, but the billion other galaxies in 
the known universe. So where did that come fonn? Who, or what, created the 
primordial dust cloud? 

Similarly, evolution may explain the fossil record, but it falls far short of explaining the 
quintessential essence of human life—the soul. We all have one. We feel its presence, 
we speak of its existence and at times pray for its salvation. But only the religious can 
explain where it came from. The theory of natural selection can explain many of the 
material aspects of living things, but it fails to explain the human soul. 

Furthennore, anyone who studies the complexities of life and the universe cannot help 
but witness the signature of the Creator. Whether or not people recognize these signs is 
another matter—as the old saying goes, denial isn’t just a river in Egypt. (Get it? Denial, 
spelled “de Nile” ... the river Ni ... oh, never mind.) The point is that if we see a 
painting, we know there is a painter. If we see a sculpture, we know there’s a sculptor; 
a pot, a potter. So when we view creation, shouldn’t we know there’s a Creator? 

The concept that the universe exploded and then developed in balanced perfection 
through random events and natural selection is little different from the proposal that, by 
dropping bombs into a junkyard, sooner or later one of them will blow everything 
together into a perfect Mercedes. 

If there is one thing we know for certain, it is that without a controlling influence, all 
systems degenerate into chaos. The theories of the Big Bang and evolution propose the 
exact opposite, however—that chaos fostered perfection. Would it not be more 
reasonable to conclude that the Big Bang and evolution were controlled events? 
Controlled, that is, by the Creator? 

The Bedouin of Arabia tell the tale of a nomad finding an exquisite palace at an oasis 
in the middle of an otherwise barren desert. When he asks how it was built, the owner 
tells him it was formed by the forces of nature. The wind shaped the rocks and blew 
them to the edge of this oasis, and then tumbled them together into the shape of the 
palace. Then it blew sand and rain into the cracks to cement them together. Next, it 
blew strands of sheep’s wool together into rugs and tapestries, stray wood together into 



furniture, doors, windowsills and trim, and positioned them in the palace at just the right 
locations. 


Lightning strikes melted sand into sheets of glass and blasted them into the window- 
frames, and smelted black sand into steel and shaped it into the fence and gate with 
perfect alignment and symmetry. The process took billions of years and only happened 
at this one place on earth—purely through coincidence. 

When we finish rolling our eyes, we get the point. Obviously, the palace was built by 
design, not by happenstance. To what (or more to the point, to Whom), then, should we 
attribute the origin of items of infinitely greater complexity, such as our universe and 
ourselves? 

Another argument to dismiss the concept of Creationism focuses upon what people 
perceive to be the imperfections of creation. These are the “How can there be a God if 
such-and-such happened?” arguments. The issue under discussion could be anything 
from a natural disaster to birth defects, from genocide to grandma’s cancer. That’s not 
the point. The point is that denying God based upon what we perceive to be injustices 
of life presumes that a divine being would not have designed our lives to be anything 
other than perfect, and would have established justice on Earth. 

Hmm ... is there no other option? 

We can just as easily propose that God did not design life on Earth to be paradise, but 
rather a test, the punishment or rewards of which are to be had in the next life, which is 
where God establishes His ultimate justice. In support of this concept we can well ask 
who suffered more injustices in their worldly lives than God’s favorites, which is to say 
the prophets? And who do we expect to occupy the highest stations in paradise, if not 
those who maintain true faith in the face of worldly adversity? So suffering in this 
worldly life does not necessarily translate into God’s disfavor, and a blissful worldly 
life does not necessarily translate into beatitude in the hereafter. 

I would hope that, by this line of reasoning, we can agree upon the answer to the first 
“big question.” Who made us? Can we agree that if we are creation, God is the Creator? 

If we can’t agree on this point, there probably isn’t much point in continuing. However, 
for those who do agree, let’s move on to “big question” number two—why are we here? 
What, in other words, is the purpose of life? 



The Big Questions, Part II—The Purpose of Life 

The first of the two big questions in life is, “Who made us?” We addressed that question 
in the previous article and (hopefully) settled upon “God” as the answer. As we are 
creation, God is the Creator. 

Now, let us turn to the second “big question,” which is, “Why are we here?” 

Well, why are we here? To amass fame and fortune? To make music and babies? To 
be the richest man or woman in the graveyard for, as we are jokingly told, “He who 
dies with the most toys wins?” 

No, there must be more to life than that, so let’s think about this. To begin with, look 
around you. Unless you live in a cave, you are surrounded by things we humans have 
made with our own hands. Now, why did we make those things? The answer, of course, 
is that we make things to perform some specific function for us. In short, we make 
things to serve us. So by extension, why did God make us, if not to serve Him? 

If we acknowledge our Creator, and that He created humankind to serve Him, the next 
question is, “How? How do we serve Him?” No doubt, this question is best answered 
by the One who made us. If He created us to serve Him, then He expects us to function 
in a particular manner, if we are to achieve our purpose. But how can we know what 
that manner is? How can we know what God expects from us? 

Well, consider this: God gave us light, by which we can find our way. Even at night, 
we have the moon for light and the stars for navigation. God gave other animals 
guidance systems best suited for their conditions and needs. Migrating birds can 
navigate, even on overcast days, by how light is polarized as it passes through the 
clouds. Whales migrate by “reading” the Earth’s magnetic fields. Salmon return from 
the open ocean to spawn at the exact spot of their birth by smell, if that can be imagined. 
Fish sense distant movements through pressure receptors that line their bodies. Bats and 
blind river dolphins “see” by sonar. Certain marine organisms (the electric eel being a 
high-voltage example) generate and “read” electric fields, allowing them to “see” in 
muddy waters, or in the blackness of ocean depths. Insects communicate by 
pheromones. Plants sense sunlight and grow towards it (phototrophism); their roots 
sense gravity and grow into the earth (geotrophism). In short, God has gifted every 
element of His creation with guidance. Can we seriously believe he would not give us 
guidance on the one most important aspect of our existence, namely our raison d ’etre — 
our reason for being? That he would not give us the tools by which to achieve salvation? 

And would this guidance not be . . . revelation? 

Think of it this way: Every product has specifications and rules. For more complex 
products, whose specifications and rules are not intuitive, we rely upon owner’s 
manuals. These manuals are written by the one who knows the product best, which is 
to say the manufacturer. A typical owner’s manual begins with warnings about 
improper use and the 



hazardous consequences thereof, moves on to a description of how to use the product 
properly and the benefits to be gained thereby, and provides product specifications and 
a troubleshooting guide whereby we can correct product malfunctions. 

Now, how is that different from revelation? 

Revelation tells us what to do, what not to do and why, tells us what God expects of us, 
and shows us how to correct our deficiencies. Revelation is the ultimate user’s manual, 
provided as guidance to the one who will use us—ourselves. 

In the world we know, products that meet or exceed specifications are considered 
successes whereas those that don’t are ... hmm ... let’s think about this. Any product 
that fails to meet factory specifications is either repaired or, if hopeless, recycled. In 
other words, destroyed. Ouch. Suddenly this discussion turns scary-serious. Because in 
this discussion, we are the product—the product of creation. 

But let’s pause for a moment and consider how we interact with the various items that 
fill our lives. As long as they do what we want, we’re happy with them. But when they 
fail us, we get rid of them. Some are returned to the store, some donated to charity, but 
eventually they all end up in the garbage, which gets ... buried or burned. Similarly, an 
underperforming employee gets ... fired. Now, stop for a minute and think about that 
word. Where did that euphemism for the punishment due to an underperformer come 
from? Hmm ... the person who believes the lessons of this life translate into lessons 
about religion could have a field day with this. 

But that doesn’t mean these analogies are invalid. Just the opposite, we should 
remember that both Old and New Testaments are filled with analogies, and Jesus Christ 
taught using parables. 

So perhaps we had better take this seriously. 

No, I stand corrected. Most definitely we should take this seriously. Nobody ever 
considered the difference between heavenly delights and the tortures of hellfire a 
laughing matter. 



The Big Questions, Part III—The Need for Revelation 


In the previous two parts of this series, we answered the two “big questions.” Who 
made us? God. Why are we here? To serve and worship Him. A third question naturally 
arose: “If our Creator made us to serve and worship Him, how do we do that?” In the 
previous article I suggested that the only way we can serve our Creator is through 
obeying His mandates, as conveyed through revelation. 

But many people would question my assertion: Why does mankind need revelation? 
Isn’t it enough just to be good? Isn’t it enough for each of us to worship God in our 
own way? 

Regarding the need for revelation, I would make the following points: In the first article 
of this series I pointed out that life is full of injustices, but our Creator is fair and just 
and He establishes justice not in this life, but in the afterlife. However, justice cannot 
be established without four things—a court (i.e., the Day of Judgment); a judge (i.e., 
the Creator); witnesses (i.e., men and women, angels, elements of creation); and a book 
of laws upon which to judge (i.e., revelation). Now, how can our Creator establish 
justice if He did not hold humankind to certain laws during their livetimes? It’s not 
possible. In that scenario, instead of justice, God would be dealing out injustice, for He 
would be punishing people for transgressions they had no way of knowing were crimes. 

Why else do we need revelation? To begin with, without guidance mankind cannot even 
agree on social and economic issues, politics, laws, etc. So how can we ever agree on 
God? Secondly, nobody writes the user manual better than the one who made the 
product. God is the Creator, we are creation, and nobody knows the overall scheme of 
creation better than the Creator. Are employees allowed to design their own job 
descriptions, duties and compensation packages as they see fit? Are we citizens allowed 
to write our own laws? No? Well then, why should we be allowed to write our own 
religions? If history has taught us anything, it is the tragedies that result when mankind 
follows its caprice. How many who have claimed to banner of free thought have 
designed religions that committed themselves and their followers to nightmares on 
Earth and damnation in the hereafter? 

So why isn’t it enough just to be good? And why isn’t it enough for each of us to 
worship God in our own way? To begin with, peoples’ definitions of “good” differ. For 
some it is high morals and clean living, for others it is madness and mayhem. Similarly, 
concepts of how to serve and worship our Creator differ as well. More importantly and 
to the point, nobody can walk into a store or a restaurant and pay with a different 
currency than the merchant accepts. So it is with religion. If people want God to accept 
their servitude and worship, they have to pay in the currency God demands. And that 
currency is obedience to His revelation. 

Imagine raising children in a home in which you have established “house rules.” Then, 
one day, one of your children tells you he or she has changed the rules, and is going to 
do things differently. How would you respond? More than likely, with the words, “You 
can take your new rules and go to Hell!” Well, think about it. We are 

God’s creation, living in His universe under His rules, and “go to Hell” is very likely 
what God will say to any who presume to override His laws with their own. 



Sincerity becomes an issue at this point. We should recognize that all pleasure is a gift 
from our Creator, and deserving of thanks. If given a gift, who uses the gift before 
giving thanks? And yet, many of us enjoy God’s gifts for a lifetime and never give 
thanks. Or give it late. The English poet, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, spoke of the irony 
of the distressed human appeal in The Cry of the Human : 

And lips say “God be pitiful,” Who ne’er said, “God be praised.” 

Should we not show good manners and tha nk our Creator for His gifts now, and 
subsequently for the rest of our lives? Don’t we owe Him that? 

You answered “Yes.” You must have. Nobody will have read this far without being in 
agreement, but here’s the problem: Many of you answered “Yes,” knowing full well 
that your heart and mind does not wholly agree with the religions of your exposure. 
You agree we were created by a Creator. You struggle to understand Him. And you 
yearn to serve and worship Him in the manner He prescribes. But you don’t kn ow how, 
and you don’t know where to look for the answers. And that, unfortunately, is not a 
subject that can be answered in an article. Unfortunately, that has to be addressed in a 
book, or maybe even in a series of books. 

The good news is that I have written these books. I invite you to start with The Eighth 
Scroll. If you’ve liked what I’ve written here, you’ll love what I’ve written there. 

source 


Why did God create man? 

By Dr. Bilal Philips 

From the perspective of humankind, the question “Why did God create man?” implies 
“For what purpose was man created?” In the final revelation (the Quran), this question 
is answered without any ambiguity. Humans are first informed by God that every 
human being is born with an innate consciousness of God. In the Quran, God said: 

“When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from their loins - their 
descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): ‘Am I not your 
Lord (who cherishes and sustains you)?’- They said: ‘Yea! We do testify!’ (This), lest 
ye should say on the Day of Judgment: ‘Of this we were never mindful’" (Quran 7:172) 

The Prophet explained that when God created Adam, He took from him a covenant at 
a place called Na’maan on the 9th day of the 12th month. He then extracted from Adam 
all of his descendants who would be bom until the end of the world, generation after 
generation, and spread them out before Him to take a covenant from them also. He 
spoke to them, face to face, making them bear witness that He was their Lord. 
Consequently, every human being is responsible for belief in God, which is imprinted 
on each and every soul. It is based on this inborn belief that God defined the purpose 
of mankind’s creation in Quran: 

“I have created the jinn and humankind only for My worship”. 



Thus, the essential purpose for which humankind was created is the worship of God. 
However, the Almighty is not in need of human worship. He did not create human 
beings out of a need on His part. If not a single human worshipped God, it would not 
diminish His glory in any way, and if all of humankind worshipped Him, it would not 
increase His glory in any way. God is perfect. He alone exists without any needs. All 
created beings have needs. Consequently, it is humankind that needs to worship God. 

The meaning of worship 

To understand why human beings need to worship God, one must first understand what 
is meant by the tenn ‘worship.’ The English tenn ‘worship’ comes from the Old English 
‘weorthscipe’ meaning ‘honor.’ Consequently, worship in the English language is 
defined as ‘the perfonnance of devotional acts in honor of a deity.’ According to this 
meaning, man is instructed to show gratitude to God by glorifying Him. In the Quran, 
God says “Glorify the praises of your Lord...” 

In glorifying God, man chooses to be in harmony with the rest of creation which 
naturally glorifies its Creator. God addresses this phenomenon in many chapters of the 
Quran. For example, in the Quran, God states “The seven heavens and the earth, and 
all beings therein, declare His glory: there is not a thing but celebrates His praise; And 
yet ye understand not how they declare His glory! Verily He is Oft-Forbear, Most 
Forgiving!” (Quran 17:44) 

However, in Arabic, the language of the final revelation, worship is called ‘ibaadah, 
which is closely related to the noun ‘abd, meaning ‘a slave.’ A slave is one who is 
expected to do whatever his master wills. Consequently, worship, according to the final 
revelation, means ‘obedient submission to the will of God.’ This was the essence of the 
message of all the prophets sent by God to mankind. For example, this understanding 
of worship was emphatically expressed by Prophet Jesus (the Messiah or Jesus Christ), 
“None of those who call me ‘Lord’ will enter the kingdom of God, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven.” 

It should be noted that ‘will’ in this quote means ‘what God wants human beings to do’ 
and not ‘what God pennits humans to do,’ because nothing happens in creation without 
the will (permission) of God. The ‘Will of God’ is contained in the divinely revealed 
laws which the prophets taught their followers. Consequently, obedience to divine law 
is the foundation of worship. In this sense, glorification also becomes worship when 
humans choose to obey God’s instructions regarding His glorification. 

The need for worship 


Why do human beings need to worship and glorify God by obeying the divinely 
revealed laws? Because obedience to divine law is the key to success in this life and the 
next. The first human beings, Adam and Eve, were created in paradise and later expelled 
from paradise for disobeying the divine law. The only way for human beings to return 
to paradise is by obedience to the law. 

Prophet Jesus was reported in the Gospel according to Matthew to have made obedience 
to the divine laws the key to paradise: Now behold, one came and said to him, “Good 
teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So he said to him, 



“Why do you call me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to 
enter into life, keep the commandments.” 


Also Prophet Jesus was reported to have insisted on strict obedience to the 
commandments, saying “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Divine laws represent guidance for humankind in all walks of life. They define right 
and wrong for them and offer human beings a complete system governing all of their 
affairs. The Creator alone knows best what is beneficial for His creation and what is 
not. The divine laws command and prohibit various acts and substances to protect the 
human spirit, the human body and human society from harm. In order for human beings 
to fulfill their potential by living righteous lives, they need to worship God through 
obedience to His commandments. 

Remembrance of God 


All of the various acts of worship contained in the divine laws are designed to help 
humans remember God. It is natural for human beings to sometimes forget even the 
most important things. Humans often become so engrossed in fulfilling their material 
needs that they totally forget their spiritual needs. Regular prayer is ordained to 
organize the day of the true believer around the remembrance of God. It interweaves 
spiritual needs with material needs on a daily basis. The regular daily need to eat, work 
and sleep is li nk ed to the daily need to renew man’s connection with God. With regard 
to regular prayer, God states in the final revelation: 

"Verily, I am Allah: There is no god but I: So serve thou Me (only), and establish regular 
prayer for celebrating My praise.” (Quran 20:14) 

Regarding fasting, God stated in the Quran, “O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed 
to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that you may (learn) self- 
restraint” (Quran 2:183) 

The believers are encouraged to remember God as much as possible. Although, 
moderation in all spheres of life, whether material or spiritual, is generally encouraged 
in divine law, an exception is made regarding the remembrance of God. It is virtually 
impossible to remember God too much. Consequently, in the final revelation, God 
encourages the believers to remember Him as often as possible “O believers! 
Remember God often.” (Quran 33:41) 

Remembrance of God is stressed because sin is generally committed when God is 
forgotten. The forces of evil operate most freely when consciousness of God is lost. 
Consequently, the Satanic forces seek to occupy people’s minds with irrelevant 
thoughts and desires to make them forget God. Once God is forgotten, people willingly 
join the corrupt elements. The final revelation, addresses this phenomenon as follows: 



“The Evil One has got the better of them: so he has made them lose the remembrance 
of Allah. They are the Party of the Evil One. Truly, it is the Party of the Evil One that 
will perish!” (Quran 58:19) 

God, through Divine law, has prohibited intoxicants and gambling primarily because 
they cause human beings to forget God. The human mind and body easily become 
addicted to drugs and games of chance. Once addicted, mankind’s desire to continually 
be stimulated by them leads them into all forms of corruption and violence among 
themselves. 

God says in the Quran “Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, 
with intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and 
from prayer: will ye not then abstain?” (Quran 5:91) 

Consequently, humankind need to remember God for their own salvation and growth. 
All humans have times of weakness in which they commit sins. If they have no means 
of remembering God, they sink deeper and deeper into corruption with every sin. 
However, those who follow the divine laws will be constantly reminded of God, which 
will give them a chance to repent and correct themselves. 

The final revelation accurately describes this process “And those who, having done 
something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind, 
and ask for forgiveness for their sins,- and who can forgive sins except Allah?- and are 
never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done” (Quran 3:135) 

The religion of Islam 


The most complete system of worship available to human beings today is the system 
found in the religion of Islam. The very name ‘Islam’ means ‘submission to the will of 
God.’ Although it is commonly referred to as ‘the third of the three monotheistic faiths,’ 
it is not a new religion at all. It is the religion brought by all of the prophets of God for 
mankind. Islam was the religion of Adam, Abraham, Moses and Jesus. 

God addresses this issue in the Quran with regard to Prophet Abraham, saying 
“Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was an upright Muslim who did 
not worship others besides God.” (Quran 3:67) 

Since there is only One God, and humankind are one species, the religion which God 
has ordained for human beings is one. He did not prescribe one religion for the Jews, 
another for Indians, yet another for Europeans, etc. 

Human spiritual and social needs are uniform, and human nature has not changed since 
the first man and woman were created. Consequently, no other religion is acceptable to 
God besides Islam, as He clearly states in the final revelation “Surely God’s religion is 
Islam...” (Quran 3:19) 


“And whoever desires a religion besides Islam will not have it accepted, and he will be 
among the losers in the hereafter.” (Quran 3:85) 



Every act is worship 


In the Islamic system, each and every human act can be transformed into an act of 
worship. In fact, God commands the believers to dedicate their whole lives to Him. In 
the Quran, God says “Say: Truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and 
my death, are (all) for Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds” (Quran 6:162) 

However, for that dedication to be acceptable to God, each act must fulfill two basic 
conditions: 

1. First, the act must be done sincerely for the pleasure of God and not for the 
recognition and praise of human beings. The believer also has to be conscious of God 
while doing the deed to insure that it is not something forbidden by God or the last 
Messenger, may the mercy and blessings of God be upon him. 

In order to facilitate this transfonnation of mundane deeds into worship, God instructed 
the last Prophet, to prescribe short prayers to be said before even the simplest of acts. 
The shortest prayer which may be used for any circumstance is: Bismillaah (In the name 
of God). There are, however, many other prayers prescribed for specific occasions. For 
example, whenever a new piece of clothing is worn, the Prophet, taught his followers 
to say “O God, thanks is due to You, for it is You who has clothed me. I ask You for 
its benefit and the benefit for which it was made, and seek refuge in You from its evil 
and the evil for which it was made.” 

2. The second condition is that the act be done in accordance with the prophetic way, 
called in Arabic the Sunnah. All of the prophets instructed their followers to follow 
their way because they were guided by God. What they taught were divinely revealed 
truths, and only those who followed their way and accepted the truths would inherit 
eternal life in paradise. It is in this context that Prophet Jesus, may the peace and 
blessings of God be upon him, was reported in the Gospel according to John 14:6, as 
saying “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” 


Similarly, Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood related “One day Prophet Muhammad, drew a line 
in the sand for them and said, “This is God’s path.” He then drew several lines 
(branching off) to the right and to the left and said, “These are the paths (of 
misguidance) on each of which is a devil inviting people to follow it.” He then recited 
the verse: ‘Verily, this is my path, leading straight, so follow it. And do not follow the 
(other) paths for they will scatter you about from God’s path. That is His command to 
you in order that you may be conscious of God.’” 

Thus, the only acceptable way to worship God is according to the way of the prophets. 
That being the case, innovation in religious affairs would be considered by God among 
the worst of all evils. Prophet Muhammad, was reported to have said “The worst of all 
affairs is innovation in religion, for every religious innovation is a cursed, misleading 
innovation leading to the hellfire.” 



Innovation in the religion is forbidden and unacceptable to God. The Prophet was also 
reported by his wife, Aa’ishah, to have said “He who innovates something in our 
religion, that is not of it, will have it rejected.” 

It is fundamentally due to innovations that the messages of the earlier prophets were 
distorted and the many false religions in existence today evolved. The general rule to 
follow in order to avoid innovation in religion is that all forms of worship are 
prohibited, except those which have been specifically prescribed by God and conveyed 
to humans by the true messengers of God. 

The best of creation 


Those who believe in One Unique God, without partners or offspring, and do righteous 
deeds (according to the above-mentioned principles) become the crown of creation. 
That is, although humankind is not the greatest creation of God, they have the potential 
to become the best of His creation. In the final revelation, God states this fact as follows 
“Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they are the best of creatures” (Quran 
98:7) 

The gravest sin 


To contradict the purpose of one’s creation is then the greatest evil that a human being 
can commit. Abdullaah reported that he asked God’s Messenger (peace be upon him) 
which sin is the gravest in God’s sight and he replied, “To ascribe a partner to God, 
even though He created you.” 

Worshipping others besides God, called shirk in Arabic, is the only unforgivable sin. If 
a human being dies without repenting from his or her sins, God may forgive all their 
sins, except shirk. In this regard, God stated “Allah forgiveth not (The sin of) joining 
other gods with Him; but He forgiveth whom He pleaseth other sins than this: one who 
joins other gods with Allah, Hath strayed far, far away (from the right)” (Quran 4:116) 

Worshipping others besides God essentially involves giving the attributes of the Creator 
to His creation. Each sect or religion does this in their own particular way. A small but 
very vocal group of people down through the ages have actually denied God’s 
existence. To justify their rejection of the Creator, they were obliged to make the 
illogical claim that this world has no beginning. 

Their claim is illogical because all of the observable parts of the world have beginnings 
in time, therefore it is only reasonable to expect the sum of the parts to also have a 
beginning. It is also only logical to assume that whatever caused the world to come into 
existence could not have been a part of the world nor could it have a beginning like the 
world. The atheist assertion that the world has no beginning means that the matter which 
makes up the universe is eternal. 

This is a statement of shirk, whereby God’s attribute of being without beginning is 
given to His creation. The numbers of genuine atheists have historically always been 
quite small because, in spite of their claims, they instinctively know that God does exist. 



That is, in spite of decades of communist indoctrination, the majority of Russians and 
Chinese continued to believe in God. The Almighty Creator pointed out this 
phenomenon, saying “And they rejected those Signs in iniquity and arrogance, though 
their souls were convinced thereof: so see what was the end of those who acted 
corruptly!” (Quran 27:14) 

To atheists and materialists, life has no purpose beyond the fulfillment of their desires. 
Consequently, their desires also become the god which they obey and submit to instead 
of the One True God. In the Quran, God said “Have you seen the one who takes his 
desires as his god?” (Quran 25:43, 45:23) 

Christians gave Prophet Jesus Christ the attributes of the Creator by first making him 
co-etemal with God, then by making him a personality of God whom they titled ‘God 
the Son.’ Hindus, on the other hand, believe that God has become man in many ages, 
by incarnations called avatars, and then they divided God’s attributes between three 
gods, Brahma the creator, Vishnu the preserver and Shiva the destroyer. 

Love of God 


Shirk also occurs when human beings love, trust or fear the creation more than God. In 
the last revelation, God said “Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides 
Allah, as equal (with Allah): They love them as they should love Allah. But those of 
Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah. If only the unrighteous could see, behold, 
they would see the penalty: that to Allah belongs all power, and Allah will strongly 
enforce the penalty” (Quran 2:165) 

When these and other similar emotions are directed more strongly to the creation, they 
cause human beings to disobey God in a effort to please other humans. However, only 
God deserves a complete human emotional commitment, for it is He alone who should 
be loved and feared over all creation. 

Anas ibn Maalik narrated that the Prophet said “Whoever possesses (the following) 
three characteristics has tasted the sweetness of faith: He who loves God and His 
Messenger above all else; he who loves another human being for God’s sake alone; and 
he who hates to return to disbelief after God has rescued him as he hates to be thrown 
into a fire.” 

All the reasons for which humans love other humans or love other created beings are 
reasons to love God more than His creation. Humans love life and success, and dislike 
death and failure. Since God is the ultimate source of life and success, He deserves the 
full love and devotion of mankind. Humans also love those who benefit them and help 
them when they are in need. Since all benefit and help come from God, He should be 
loved above all else “If you try to count God’s blessings, you will not be able to add 
them up.” (Quran 16:18) 

However, the supreme love which humans should feel for God must not be reduced to 
the common denominator of their emotional love for creation. Just as the love humans 
feel for animals should not be the same as what they feel for other humans, the love of 
God should transcend the love humans feel towards each other. Human love of God 



should be, fundamentally, a love manifest in complete obedience to the laws of God “If 
you love God, then follow me (the Prophet) and God will love you.” (Quran 3:31) 

This is not an abstract concept, because human love of other humans also implies 
obedience. That is, if a loved one requests that something be done, humans will strive 
to do it according to the level of their love for that person. 

The love of God should also be expressed in the love of those whom God loves. It is 
inconceivable that one who loves God could hate those whom God loves and love those 
whom He hates. The Prophet Muhammad was quoted by Abo Umaamah as saying “He 
who loves for God and hates for God, gives for God and withholds for God, (and 
marries for God) has perfected his faith.” 

Consequently, those whose faith is proper will love all those who love God. In Chapter 
Maryam, God indicates that He puts love in the hearts of the believers for those who 
are righteous “On those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, will (Allah) Most 
Gracious bestow love” (Quran 19:96) 

Prophet Muhammad said the following in this regard “If God loves a servant He 
informs angel Gabriel that He loves so-and-so and tells him to love him, so Gabriel 
loves him. Then Gabriel calls out to the inhabitants of the heavens: ‘God loves so-and- 
so, therefore love him.’ So the inhabitants of the heavens love him. Then he is granted 
the love of the people of the earth.” 


source 


What is the Purpose of Life? 


By Mostafa Malaekah 


They say that a fool lives to eat and a wise man eats to 
live. But then the question remains: for what purpose does 
the wise man live? Living is not an end by itself. There 
has to be a purpose for man to live for. So what is this 
purpose? 

Where from? Where to? And Why? 

Any ignorance, however great, could be forgiven except 
for man to be ignorant about the secret of his existence, 
his aim in life and what will be his outcome after death. 



Some thinkers express these questions in simple words: 
where from? Where to? And why? Meaning: where did I 
come from? Where am I going? And why am I here? 

Those who only believe in the material world and who do 
not believe in a Creator- the atheists- only believe in 
sensory data. They say that this universe and everything in 
it came by itself. All its order is simply due to blind 
coincidence. They say that man is simply like an animal 
or a plant and that he will exist for a short period and then 
end like any other animal or plant. 

An Arab Poet, Elya Abu Madhi (a born-Christian), not 
long ago expressed his uncertainty about the purpose of 
life in his Arabic poem Al-Talasim, meaning “puzzles,” 
which I have translated into English. He says in his poem: 

I came not knowing from where, but I came. 

And I saw a pathway in front of me, so I walked. 

And I will remain walking, whether I want this or not. 

How did I come? How did I see my pathway? 

I do not know! 

Am I new or am I old in this existence? 

Am I free and unrestrained, or do I walk in chains? 

Do I lead myself in my life, or am I being led? 

I wish I know, but... 

I do not know! 

And my path, oh what is my path? Is it long or is it short? 

Am I ascending in it, or am I going down and sinking? 

Am I the one who is walking on the road, 
or is it the road that is moving? 

Or are we both standing, but it is the time that is running? 

I do not know! 

Before I became a full human, do you see 
if I were nothing, impossible? Or do you see that I was something? 

Is there an answer to this puzzle, or will it remain eternal? 

I do not know ... and why do I not know?? 

I do not know! 



This feeling of doubt and confusion about the presence of 
a Creator and whether He sent messengers and prophets to 
guide mankind must be quite painful because it deprives 
the Atheist and the Agnostic of tranquility, security and 
peace of mind. The unbelievers do not have credible 
answers to the purpose of one’s existence. And thus they 
say that man lives for himself and for the pleasures of this 
life. So what happens when life turns sour? What happens 
when one goes through hardships? It is no coincidence 
then that the largest number of suicides takes place 
amongst Atheists, Agnostics and people who do not know 
their purpose in life. Do you know which country has the 
largest number of suicides? It’s Japan. In the year ending 
March 2000, there were 33,000 suicides in Japan. That is 
91 suicides per day or 1 suicide every 15 minutes! This 
despite Japan being the second largest economy in the 
world wherein people do not have to worry about 
providing a roof over their heads or about food or medical 
care. 

What if you find a Watch in the Sand? 

To the Atheist and the Agnostic the Muslim says: 
“Suppose you find a watch in the middle of a desert. What 
would you conclude? Would you think that someone 
dropped this watch? Or would you suppose that the watch 
came by itself? Of course no sane person would say that 
the watch just happened to emerge from the sand. All the 
intricate working parts could not simply develop from the 
metals that lay buried in the earth. The watch must have a 
manufacturer. If a watch tells accurate time we expect the 
manufacturer must be intelligent. Blind chance cannot 
produce a working watch. 


But what else tells accurate time? Consider the sunrise and 
sunset. Their timings are so strictly regulated that 
scientists can publish in advance the sunrise and sunset 
times in your daily newspapers. But who regulates the 
timings of sunrise and sunset? If a watch cannot work 
without an intelligent maker, how can the sun appear to 
rise and set with such clockwork regularity? Could this 
occur by itself? 

Consider also that we benefit from the sun only because it 
remains at a safe distance from the earth, a distance that 
averages 93 million miles. If it got much closer, the earth 
would burn up. And if it got too far away, the earth would 
turn into an icy planet making human life here impossible. 
Who decided in advance that this was the right distance? 
Could it just happen by chance? Without the sun, plants 
would not grow. Then animals and humans would starve. 
Did the sun just decide to be there for us? 

The rays of the sun would be dangerous for us had it not 
been for the protective ozone layer in our atmosphere. The 
atmosphere around the earth keeps the harmful ultraviolet 
rays from reaching us. Who was it that placed this shield 
around us? 

We need to experience sunrise. We need the sun’s energy 
and its light to see our way during the day. But we also 
need sunset. We need a break from the heat, we need the 
cool of night and we need the lights to go out so we may 
sleep. Who regulated this process to provide what we 
need? 

Moreover, if we had only the warmth of the sun and the 
protection of the atmosphere we would want something 
more - beauty. Our clothes provide warmth and protection, 



yet we design them to also look beautiful. Knowing our 
need for beauty, the designer of sunrise and sunset also 
made the view of them to be simply breathtaking. 

The creator who gave us light, energy, protection and 
beauty deserves our thanks. Yet some people insist that he 
does not exist. What would they think if they found a 
watch in the desert? An accurate, working watch? A 
beautifully designed watch? Would they not conclude that 
there does exist a watchmaker? An intelligent 
watchmaker? One who appreciates beauty? Such is God 
who made us.” 

Did people always believe in a Creator? 

It is a fact that throughout history and throughout the 
world, man had been found to worship and to believe in a 
Creator. Specialists in Anthropology, Civilizations and 
History are unanimous on this. This led one of the great 
historians to say: “History shows that there had been cities 
without palaces, without factories and without fortresses, 
but there has never been cities without houses of worship.” 
Since time immemorial, man believed that he was not 
created simply for this life, for this short period, and he 
knew that he would ultimately depart to another resting- 
place. We see this evidence with the early Egyptians, 
thousands of years ago, when they mummified their dead 
and built great pyramids (as graves) and even placed the 
treasures of the dead in their graves in addition to drinks 
and mummified food! From the earliest recorded history, 
mankind had been unanimous, with very few exceptions, 
that there is a Creator and that there is life after death. 
However, they differed about the essence of this Creator, 
how to worship Him and the description of the life after 


death. For example, Hindus believe in reincarnation and 
that after death one’s soul would then go into a human 
body or an animal, depending on whether one did good or 
bad in his life, and that this process would continue 
without end until the soul reaches perfection and unites 
into one with its Creator. People of other religions like 
Jews, Christians and Muslims also believe in life after 
death, but not in reincarnation like the Hindus. All three - 
Jews, Christians and Muslims - however have different 
views about what happens to the soul after one’s death. 

The fact that all nations and communities throughout 
history believed in a Creator (with the exception of 
insignificant few) made the mission of all prophets in all 
ages concentrate on guiding their people away from the 
worship of creations to the worship of the one and only 
Creator God, i.e. rather than having to prove His existence. 

Why did People turn away from God? 

The situation now in the world is different because there 
are now a very large number of people who do not believe 
in a Creator or in life after death - for example two surveys 
in the Czech Republic in 2000 found in one only 13% 
believe in life after death and in the other only 17% believe 
in God. A major reason for this in the last century was the 
so-called theory of evolution by Darwin (other reasons 
include the impact of totalitarian communism rule on 
people’s faith.) The theory of evolution says that man 
evolved from the ape, rather than being created by a 
Creator. Although this theory has no academic or 
scientific substance, it gained favor with so many people 
because it appealed to the doubts they had about the God 
that they were told to believe in. This is not surprising. If 


you give an educated person a description of a Creator that 
is illogical and unreasonable and then ask that person to 
believe in Him as his God, he would refuse. This 
unfortunately is the situation right now, especially in the 
west. The Christian Doctrines advocate the trinity, that 
God manifests Himself in three distinct and equal persons, 
and that God came down to earth in the form of a man (that 
is Jesus) and that He was crucified and died as a vicarious 
sacrifice for the so-called sin of man. So the Christians 
believe that Jesus was God in human form, God-incarnate. 
But how can the Creator die? 

Some of the most important doctrines of Christianity - the 
doctrines of the Trinity, the Divinity of Jesus, the Divine - 
Sonship of Jesus, the Original Sin and the Atonement are 
neither rational nor in conformity with the teachings of 
Jesus. These dogmas took shape long after Jesus, as a 
result of old pagan influence. For example we find in 
Hinduism, the “Triad” (the trinity): there is Brahma, the 
creator god, Vishnu, the preserver god, and Shiva, the god 
of destruction. Modern Hindus take Krishna the son of 
Divachi, the virgin, as Vishnu incarnate. Krishna is the 
savior who as a sacrifice for their sin, had to suffer. He 
was crucified, died and then was raised from death. In 
Buddhism we find the Buddhist gods: Guatama (the holy 
spirit), Maya (the virgin mother) and Buddha, the son 
(who was conceived when Maya was filled by the holy 
spirit) and who is the savior who died and was raised from 
death. It may be interesting to mention that the 25th of 
December is not the birthday of Jesus. It is the birthday of 
Krishna in Hinduism, and of Nimrod, the divine son (a 
Babylonian god), and of Mithra, the god of light (one of 
the gods of the Greeks and the Romans)! 



The religion revealed to the prophets of various nations 
was the same, but in the course of time it had been 
misinterpreted and become mixed up with superstitions 
and degenerated into magical practices and meaningless 
rituals. The concept of God, the very core of religion, had 
become debased by (a) the anthropomorphic tendency of 
making God into a being with a human shape, needs and 
human deficiencies, (b) the association of other persons 
with the one and only God in His Godhead (as in 
Hinduism and Christianity), (c) by the deification of the 
angels (e.g., the Devas in Hinduism, the Yazatas in 
Zoroastrianism and, perhaps also, the Holy Spirit in 
Christianity), (d) by making the Prophets into Avatars or 
incarnations of God (e.g., Jesus Christ in Christianity, the 
Buddha in Mahayana Buddhism, and Krishna and Rama 
in Hinduism), and (e) by the personification of the 
attributes of God into separate Divine Persons (e.g., the 
Christian Trinity of the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost, 
the Hindu Timurtri of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, and the 
Amesha Spentas of Zoroastrianism). 

Due to major religions distorting the oneness and essence 
of God, pupils in the West are now being taught in schools 
to accept, as fact, Darwin’s theory of evolution. As a 
result, more and more students of school and university 
age are now Atheists. They even ridicule those who 
believe in God saying: “they are either stupid or lack 
confidence and so need something to give them security!” 

I was recently attending a lecture in a Western country 
given by a Muslim to a group of retired men and women - 
more than 65 years of age. The lecturer in the beginning 
asked the group: which of you believe in God? They all 
raised their hands except two men. Then the lecturer 



asked: which of you do not believe in God? The remaining 
two elderly men then raised their hands. However, one of 
them paused and immediately interrupted the lecturer. He 
said: “Tell me what do you mean by God so that I can 
answer you!” After the session, I said to the lecturer: this 
man is intelligent because at first he said he did not believe 
in God, most probably because of the Christian concept of 
God, but then he was willing to have an open mind and 
rethink his position based on the concept of God that could 
be presented by the Muslim. 

Why are we created? 

Those who believe in the Creator can answer the 
questions: where from? And where to? They know that 
they have come into existence by being created by the 
Creator and they also know that there is an eternal life after 
death. But what about the answer to the third question, that 
is: why have we been created? If we had been created by 
the Creator, shouldn’t we expect that He would tell us the 
purpose of our creation? Shouldn’t He tell us on what 
basis He is going to judge us on the Day of Judgment? 

What is the Islamic view? 

Muslims say they know the answers because they have the 
Quran. But people of other religions also have their own 
scriptures, so what is so special about the Quran? The 
Quran is basically a book of divine guidance in areas that 
cannot be covered by the human senses or intellect, such 
as faith, acts of worship, a moral code and a code that 
governs the transactions between people. These are the 
four basic foundations of religion, an area in which man 
always needs divine guidance. Muslims contend that the 


Quran is the last revealed scripture by Allah (Allah is the 
proper name of God and is not used to denote any other 
being. Therefore, I shall use the name Allah in preference 
to the word God). The Quran is the recorded words of 
Allah Himself dictated verbatim to the Prophet 
Muhammad M in installments, verse by verse or a group 
of verses, through the angel Gabriel over a period of 23 
years between 610 and 633 AD. It is divided into 114 
units, each called a surah. Muhammad M received 
revelation of the Quranic surahsas and when Allah chose 
to bestow on him new revelation. At times several surahs , 
particularly the longer ones, were being revealed to him 
concurrently. Muhammad used to have a group of 
scribes entrusted with committing immediately whatever 
was revealed to him to writing. Those scribes used 
parchment, pottery, date palm leaves, flat stones, tree 
bark, wood, dried animal skins and even the shoulder 
blades of sheep or camels to write on; and the revealed 
verses were memorized by heart as the mere recitation of 
the Quran is in itself an act of worship, and as Muslims 
used these verses in their judgments and in their daily five 
prayers. In this manner, the verses of the Quran were 
preserved in the hearts of Muslims, as well as written 
down, during the lifetime of the Prophet. Muhammad M 
was instructed by angel Gabriel where to place every new 
passage in the surahs. The surahs were named by divine 
decree, and Muhammad M recited the whole of the Quran 
in front of Gabriel more than once in the last year of his 
life. Similarly, the arrangement of the surahs in a specific 
order was given by the Prophet Muhammad M who 
indicated it mostly by reading the surahs , particularly in 
prayer, in a specific order. No revealed book has ever 
enjoyed the authenticity of the Quran or had the 


cherishing, reverence, surveillance and care of its 
followers as the Quran. The whole Quran has been 
memorized by a large number of Muslims in the lifetime 
of Muhammad M. 

After Muhammad’s M departure, the first Caliph, Abu 
Bakr, asked one of the original scribes, Zaid ibn Thabit, to 
be in charge of collecting the original writings of the 
Quranic revelations and writing down the whole Quran. 
Zaid produced a whole copy of the Quran written on pages 
of leather. It was arranged in the order we have today. This 
was done in the first two years after the Prophet’s death, 
since Abu Bakr ruled for less than two years. This copy 
was then entrusted with the second Caliph, Omar, and 
finally with the third Caliph, Othman. During the reign of 
Othman, the Arabs came to know the paper industry from 
China and Othman called on Zaid to head a committee of 
four Quranic scholars who would take on the task of 
making seven copies. Those seven copies (written 14 
years after Muhammad’s M death) were distributed to the 
various centers of the Muslim state to be the reference 
copy in each center. At least three of those original copies 
of the Quran are still intact, one in Tashkent, one in 
Istanbul, and one in Cairo. They do not differ in one letter 
from the millions of copies of the Quran that are in the 
hands of people today. This authentication of the last 
revelation is in itself miraculous. The Quran is the oldest 
book within the hands of humanity that has been kept 
intact in exactly the same language of revelation word for 
word and letter for letter. That is why the Quran is unique, 
because it is the word of the Creator in its purest divinity. 

Muslims believe in the authentic original revelations 
given to Prophets Moses, David and Jesus, but none of 


these original revelations is found intact, and none is 
found in the original language of revelation, and here the 
Quran stands unique in its divine purity. Again the Quran 
is different from any human writings because it is neither 
prose nor poetry. It came to the Arabs when they were at 
their peak in eloquence and challenged them to produce 
one single chapter of it, or similar to it, or to produce ten 
similar chapters or even a book like it. This challenge still 
exists today and no challenger is forthcoming. The early 
scholars of the Quran thought that its miraculous nature 
was due mainly to its style and beautiful expression. The 
beauty of expression is really unique and cannot be 
paralleled by human writings. That is why the early 
commentators of the Quran concentrated on its eloquence 
and style. Yet being the word of the Creator, any area that 
has been covered in the Quran must be unique. If you look 
at jurisprudence the Quran is unique, in the area of 
worship, the Quran instructs people how to worship Allah. 
The concepts of Divinity, prophet hood, and morality are 
all unique in the Quran. If we look at the narration of 
history of previous nations, one after the other, and how 
they received the divine message, their reaction towards it 
and what their reward or punishment was, at a time when 
there was no form of regular documentation whatsoever. 
The Quran talks about these successive nations without a 
single mistake, and modern archaeological discoveries are 
a testimony to this. 

Is the Quran credible? 

Besides religious guidance, the Quran contains hundreds 
of verses that speak of the universe, its components and 
phenomena such as the Earth, the sun, the moon, the stars, 
mountains, wind, running water, plants, embryological 


animals, and the successive stages of development of the 
human being. More than 1,000 verses relating to cosmic 
facts or cosmic phenomena can be counted in the Quran. 
During the early days of the Quran, scientific knowledge 
of the universe was limited and it was not easy to elaborate 
on the verses relating to the universe or its phenomena 
except within the limitations of the time. However, we 
now know about the laws of the universe much more than 
before and that is why reviewing the 1,000 or more verses 
relating to the cosmos, man and his surroundings can be 
one of the most obvious miraculous aspects of the Quran. 
This is because of the precedence of the Quran, which was 
revealed more than 14 Centuries ago, with many of the 
scientific facts, at a time when people had no knowledge 
whatsoever of such facts. The Quran has addressed so 
many of these facts in a language that is more precise, 
accurate and concise than scientists have ever been able to 
do. Nothing in the Quran contradicts any established 
scientific facts. These cannot be all covered in a short 
article and hence I have chosen only five verses that can 
testify to the miraculous nature of the Quran from a 
scientific point of view: 

1) The creation of the universe is explained by 
astrophysicists in a widely accepted phenomenon, 
popularly known as the “Big Bang.” It is supported by 
observational and experimental data gathered by 
astronomers and astrophysicists for decades. According to 
the “Big Bang,” the whole universe was initially one big 
mass (Primary Nebula). Then there was a “Big Bang” 
(Secondary Separation), which resulted in the formation 
of Galaxies. These then divided to form stars, planets, the 
sun, the moon, etc. The origin of the universe was unique 
and the probability of it occurring by “chance” is zero. The 



Quran contains the following verse, regarding the origin 
of the universe: 

i. Have those who disbelieved not considered that the 
heavens and the earth were (once) a joined entity, then 
We separated them and made from water every living 
thing? Then will they not believe? > (Quran, 21:30) 

The striking congruence between the Quranic verse and 
the “Big Bang” is inescapable! How could a book, which 
first appeared in the deserts of Arabia 1400 years ago, 
contain this profound scientific truth? 

2 ) In 1925 an American astronomer by the name of Edwin 
Hubble provided observational evidence that all galaxies 
are receding from one another, which implies that the 
universe is expanding. The expansion of the universe is 
now an established scientific fact. This is what the Quran 
says regarding the formation of the universe: 

And the heaven We constructed with strength, and 
indeed, We are [its] expander. / (Quran, 51:47) 

Stephen Hawking, in his book A Brief History of Time , 
says: “The discovery that the universe is expanding is one 
of the great intellectual revolutions of the 20th century.” 
The Quran mentioned the expansion of the universe before 
man even learnt to build a telescope! 

3 ) Scientists say that before the galaxies in the universe 
were formed, celestial matter was initially in the form of 
gaseous matter. In short, huge gaseous matter or clouds 
were present before the formation of the galaxies. To 
describe initial celestial matter, the word “smoke” is more 
appropriate than gas. The following Quranic verse refers 


to this state of the universe by the word dukhan which 
means smoke: 

Then He turned to the heaven when it was 
smoke... T (Quran, 41:11) 

Again, this fact is a corollary to the “Big Bang” and was 
not known to mankind during the time of the Prophet 
Muhammad What then, could have been the source of 
this knowledge? 

4 ) It was thought that the sense of feeling and pain was 
only dependent on the brain. Recent discoveries prove that 
there are pain receptors present in the skin without which 
a person would not be able to feel pain. When a doctor 
examines a patient suffering from burn injuries, he verifies 
the degree of bums by a pinprick. If the patient feels pain, 
the doctor is happy, because it indicates that the burns are 
superficial and the pain receptors are intact. On the other 
hand if the patient does not feel any pain, it indicates that 
it is a deep bum and the pain receptors have been 
destroyed. The Quran gives an indication of the existence 
of pain receptors in the following verse: 

Indeed, those who disbelieve in Our verses (i.e. signs, 
proofs) - We will drive them into a Fire. Every time 
their skins are roasted through We will replace them 
with other skins so they may taste the punishment. 
Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted in Might and Wise. But 
those who believe and do righteous deeds - We will 
admit them to gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they abide forever. (Quran, 4:56-57) 

Prof. Tagatat Tejasen, Chairman of the Dept, of Anatomy 
at Chiang Mai University in Thailand, had spent a great 


amount of time on research of pain receptors. Initially he 
could not believe that the Quran mentioned this scientific 
fact 1400 years ago. He later verified the translation of this 
particular Quranic verse. Prof. Tejasen was so impressed 
by the scientific accuracy of the Quranic verse, that at a 
medical Conference in 1985 he proclaimed in public 
th QShahadah (Islamic Declaration of Faith), i.e. he 
embraced Islam. 

5 ) The source of iron (Fe); we read in the Quran: 

Indeed, We have sent down iron in which there is 
great (military) might and benefits for the 
people. > (Quran, 57:25) 

It has recently been proven that all iron, not only in our 
planet but also in the entire solar system, was obtained 
from outer space. This is because the temperature of the 
sun cannot generate iron. The sun has a surface 
temperature of 6000 degrees Celsius and a central 
temperature of about 20 million degrees Celsius. There 
exists much hotter stars, which are known as novae, or 
super novae where temperatures can reach 100s of billions 
of degrees Celsius and it is in these stars that iron is 
formed. When the percentage of iron reaches a certain 
proportion of the mass of the star it explodes and these 
exploded-particles travel in space until they are captured 
by the gravitational fields of other heavenly bodies. This 
is how our solar system all obtained its iron and it is an 
established fact today that all the iron in our solar system 
was not generated or created within the system but has 
come to it from outer space. 

One wonders why the Quran comments on matters like 
these, things that were not known to anyone at the time of 


revelation or even for centuries afterwards, unless Allah 
knows in His eternal knowledge that the time will come 
when man will then immediately realize that the Quran is 
the word of Allah and that Muhammad M is His last 
messenger. Allah says in the Quran: 

We shall show them Our signs in the horizons and 
within themselves until it becomes clear to them that it 
is the truth. ^(Quran, 41:53) 

Prof. Tejasen accepted Islam on the strength of just one 
scientific “sign” mentioned in the Quran. Some people 
may require ten signs while some may require hundred 
signs to be convinced about the Divine origin of the 
Quran. Some would be unwilling to accept the Truth even 
after being shown a thousand signs. The Quran condemns 
such a closed mentality: ^ Deaf, dumb and blind- so they 
will not return [to the right path], (Quran, 
2:18). Also: f The example of those who disbelieve is 
like that of the one who shouts at what hears nothing 
but calls and cries [i.e. cattle or sheep] - deaf, dumb 
and blind, so they do not understand. (Quran, 
2:171). And: l Then do they not reflect upon the 
Quran, or are there locks upon [their] 
hearts? ) (Quran, 47:24). 

What is the Purpose of Life? 

So what does the Creator, Allah, tell us about our purpose 
in life? Allah states in the Quran that He created man to be 
His Khalefah , His trustee on earth (Quran 2:30). 
Mankind’s basic trust, our responsibility, is to believe in 
and worship Allah: 


And I did not create the Jinn and mankind except to 
worship Me... ^ (Quran, 51:56-58) 

Very simple! The purpose for man’s creation is to worship 
the Creator. The essence of Allah’s message through all of 
the prophets also was: O mankind, worship Allah, you 
have no deity other than Him. / (Quran, 7:59,65,73,85; 
Also 11:50,61,84; and 23:23,32). Allah further states that 
He made this life in order to test man so that every person 
may be recompensed after death for what he has earned: 

[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] 
which of you is best in deed - and He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Forgiving. > (Quran, 67:2) 

But in order to worship Him, we have to know Him well 
otherwise we may form a distorted concept of Him and 
then go astray. In the Quran Allah tells mankind what He 
is and what He is not. For example, in response to a 
question about Allah that was posed to the Prophet 
Muhammad M, Allah instructs Muhammad M to give the 
following reply: 

■l Say (O Muhammad): He is Allah [Who is] One, 
Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He neither begets nor is 
born, nor is there to Him any equivalent. 7 (Quran, 112) 

It is clear from this that Muhammad M is not the author of 
the Quran otherwise he would not have shown that 
someone is dictating to him what to say. 

Also, Allah has to tell us how He wants to be worshipped, 
which He does in the Quran. He also tells us in the Quran 
that all Prophets came with the same identical message to 
their people - that is to believe in Allah and to worship 


Him. He also tells us in the Quran that all the people of 
other religions have deviated from the original teachings 
of their prophets. This is due to two reasons. The first is 
that earlier scriptures were not preserved simply because 
of the absence or scarcity of writing paper and so the 
teachings were transmitted orally and with time became 
distorted. The second reason is because the clergy of 
various religions introduced doctrines that were never 
there (e.g., the Christian trinity creed was introduced only 
after the council of Nicea in 325 AD and the Council of 
Constantinople in 386 AD). Because of the changes that 
crept into earlier religions, Allah tells us that He sent the 
Prophet Muhammad vA as the last and final prophet and 
guidance to mankind with a scripture that He promised 
would be preserved forever. Allah provides a test to prove 
that the Quran is from Him. Allah says: 

Then do they not reflect upon the Quran? (i.e. its 
meanings and its objective) If it had been from [any] 
other than Allah, they would have found within it 
much contradiction. . (Quran, 4:82) 

The Quran is available for scrutiny and investigation by 
any person to try to find even one error or contradiction in 
it. In fact this test must be applied to any other scripture 
that claims it is the word of God. 

Is there any “blind faith” in Islam? 

Islam is not a religion of “blind faith” but is a religion that 
strongly calls on man to use his logic, reasoning and 
intellect. Allah in the Quran stresses the importance for 
people to think, to reason and to use their mind and 
intellect. The word “mind” or “reasoning” is mentioned 49 


times in the Quran (in Arabic Ta'qiloon 24 
times, Ya' qiloonll times, 

and A'qal, Na'qil and Ya’qil one time each). Also Allah 
refers to “people of understanding” 16 times in the Quran 
(in Arabic Ulu Al-AlBab or Uli Al-Albab). Allah also 
refers to “those of intelligence” two times in Chapter 20 
by the Arabic term Uli Al-Nuha. Allah also refers in many 
chapters in the Quran to the mind by the Arabic word Al- 
Fuad. Also in many verses in the Quran, Allah uses the 
term heart (in Arabic Al-Qalb) in place of the word Al- 
Fuad( mind) to mean the same thing. In one place in 
Chapter 89 verses 53 & 54, Allah refers to the mind by the 
Arabic word Al-Hijr. The Quran also, in tens of verses, 
strongly calls and emphasizes the need to “contemplate” 
and to “give thought” (in Arabic Fikr or Tafakkor). Also 
in tens of verses, the Quran draws attention to the 
importance for man to “remember” and to “recall” (in 
Arabic Tazakkor). The significance of the two being: to 
“give thought” is to increase or acquire new knowledge, 
whereas to “remember” is to recall and remind oneself of 
relevant knowledge and events that may have been 
forgotten, but which are important for one’s faith. 

Allah praises people who use their mind: 

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth 
and the alternation of the night and the day are signs 
for those of understanding - Who remember Allah 
while standing or sitting or [lying] on their sides and 
give thought to the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, [saying], “Our Lord, You did not create this 
aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a thing]; then 
protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” A (Quran, 
3:190-191) 


About the Quran, Allah Says: 

[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to 
you, [O Muhammad], that they (i.e. people) might 
reflect upon its verses and that those of understanding 
would be reminded. / (Quran, 38:29) 

In the Quran, the words that can be formed from the term 
“know” or “knowledge” (root 'elm in Arabic) is to be 
found 865 times. In one verse Allah says: K Are those who 
know equal to those who do not know? Only they will 
remember [who are] people of 
understanding. (Quran, 39:9). Also: l And so those 
who were given knowledge may know that It (i.e. the 
Quran) is the truth from your Lord and [therefore] 
believe in it, and their hearts humbly submit to it. And 
indeed is Allah the Guide of those who have believed to 
a straight path. ^ (Quran, 22:54). 

On the other hand, the Quran strongly rejects certain 
mentalities that are driven by myths, illusions, absurdities, 
ignorance, blind imitation of others, assumption 
(conjecture), prejudice, whims and desires. In fact, Allah 
in the Quran confirms that most people on earth have gone 
astray because they follow assumption, conjecture and 
ignorance. Allah says: 

And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they 
will mislead you from the way of Allah. They follow not 
except assumption, and they are not but falsifying (out 
of ignorance, conjecture and assumption). /(Quran, 
6:116) 


Is there Life after Death? 


All the prophets of God called their people to worship God 
and to believe in life after death. They laid so much 
emphasis on the belief in life after death that even a slight 
doubt in it meant denying God and made all other beliefs 
meaningless. The very fact that all the prophets of God 
have dealt with this metaphysical question of life after 
death so confidently and so uniformly - the gap between 
their ages in some cases, being thousands of years - goes 
to prove that the source of their knowledge of life after 
death as proclaimed by them all, was the same, i.e. divine 
revelation. We also know that these prophets of God were 
greatly opposed by their people, mainly on the issue of life 
after death, as their people thought it impossible. But in 
spite of opposition, the Prophets won many sincere 
followers. 

The question arises: what made those followers forsake 
the established beliefs, traditions and customs of their 
forefathers, notwithstanding the risk of being totally 
alienated from their own community? The simple answer 
is: they made use of their faculties of mind and heart and 
realized the truth. 

Did they realize the truth through perceptual 
consciousness? They couldn’t, as perceptual experience of 
life after death is impossible. God has given Man besides 
perceptual consciousness, rational, aesthetic and moral 
consciousness too. It is this consciousness that guides man 
regarding realities that cannot be verified through sensory 
data. That is why all the prophets of God while calling 
people to believe in God and life after death, appeal to the 
aesthetic, moral and rational consciousness of man. 



The Quran very clearly says that the disbelievers have no 
sound basis for their denial of life after death. It is based 
on pure conjecture: 

And they say, “There is not but our worldly life; we 
die and live (i.e. some people die and others live, 
replacing them) and nothing destroys us except time.” 
And they have of that no knowledge; they are only 
assuming. And when Our verses are recited to them as 
clear evidences, their argument is only that they say, 
“Bring [back] our forefathers, if you should be 
truthful.” Say, “Allah causes you to live, then causes 
you to die; then He will assemble you for the Day of 
Resurrection, about which there is no doubt.” But 
most of the people do not know. > (Quran, 45:24-26) 

The explanation that the Quran gives about the necessity 
of life after death is what the moral consciousness of man 
demands. Actually, if there is no life after death, the very 
belief in God becomes meaningless or even if one believes 
in God, it would be an unjust and indifferent God, having 
once created man and now not being concerned with his 
fate. Surely, God is just. He will punish the tyrants, whose 
crimes are beyond count - having tortured and killed 
hundreds or thousands of innocent people, created great 
corruption in society, enslaved numerous persons to serve 
their whims, etc. Because man has a very short life span 
in this world and because numerous individuals are 
affected by one’s actions, adequate punishments and 
rewards are not possible in this life. Could the good and 
the righteous be equated with the wicked and evil? Moral, 
aesthetic and rational faculties of man reject this logic and 
endorse the possibility of the life after death. Allah 
confirms this truth in the Quran: f Then did you think 


that We created you uselessly and that to Us you would 
not be returned? >(Quran, 23:115). Also: And We did 
not create the heaven and the earth and that between 
them aimlessly. That is the assumption of those who 
disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire. Or should We treat those who believe and do 
righteous deeds like corrupters in the land? Or should 
We treat those who fear Allah like the 
wicked? > (Quran, 38:27-28). Also: Or do those who 
commit evils think We will make them like those who 
have believed and done righteous deeds - [the evildoers 
being] equal in their life and their death? Evil is that 
which they judge [i.e. assume]. And Allah created the 
heavens and earth in truth and so that every soul may 
be recompensed for what it has earned, and they will 
not be wronged. > (Quran, 45:21-22). Also: \ And We 
did not create the heavens and the earth and that 
between them in play. We did not create them except 
in truth, but most of them do not know. Indeed, the 
Day of Judgment is the appointed time for them 
all. > (Quran, 44:38-40). The Quran emphatically states 
that the Day of Judgment must come and that Allah will 
decide the fate of each soul according to his or her record 
of deeds: 

But those who disbelieve say, “The Hour (i.e. the Day 
of Judgment) will not come to us.” Say, “Yes, by my 
Lord, it will surely come to you. [Allah is] the Knower 
of the unseen.” Not absent from Him is an atom’s 
weight within the heavens or within the earth or [what 
is] smaller than that or greater, except that it is in a 
clear register - That He may reward those who believe 
and do righteous deeds. Those will have forgiveness 
and noble provision. But those who strive against Our 


verses [seeking] to cause failure (i.e. to undermine their 
credibility) - for them will be a painful punishment of 
foul nature. ^(Quran, 34:3-5) 

The Day of Resurrection will be the Day when God’s 
attributes of Justice and Mercy will be in full 
manifestation. God will shower His mercy on those who 
suffered for His sake in the worldly life, believing that an 
eternal bliss was awaiting them. But those who abused the 
bounties of God, caring nothing for the life to come, will 
be in the most miserable state. Drawing a comparison 
between them, the Quran says: 

Then is he whom We have promised a good promise 
which he will meet [i.e. obtain] like he for whom We 
provided enjoyment of worldly life [but] then he is, on 
the Day of Resurrection, among those presented [for 
punishment in Hell]? > (Quran, 28:61) 

The belief in life after death not only guarantees success 
in the Hereafter but also makes this world full of peace 
and happiness by making individuals most responsible 
and dutiful in their activities: 

C Every soul will taste death. And We test you with evil 
and with good as trial; and to Us you will be 
returned. / (Quran, 21:35) 

Why should one read the Quran? 

No person can afford to be ignorant of the Quran, for it is 
the constitution revealed by Allah to regulate and govern 
human life. It speaks with the perfect knowledge of the 
Creator about His creation. It exposes the truth and invites 
man to the way of truth. It contains important information 


about human destiny and that of the individual. It educates 
and raises men to the highest moral, intellectual and social 
level when they strive to comprehend it and apply its 
teachings to life. 

Moreover, it is the actual words of Allah - not created, but 
revealed by Him through the angel Gabriel to a human 
messenger, Muhammad M, for the benefit of humanity. It 
is an eternal miracle given to the final prophet, 
Muhammad M, as proof of his prophet hood and a 
challenge to all succeeding generations. It is of unique and 
inimitable quality. Revealed fourteen centuries ago, it 
remains today completely intact and unaltered in its 
original Arabic form. 

What does one discover when he understands the 
meanings of the Quran? The answers to this question can 
be classified in four main categories: 

1) That he can know his Creator as He has described 
Himself 

2) That he can know the purpose of life on this earth and 
what is expected of every person during this life 

3) That he becomes aware of the consequences of his 
attitudes and his behavior 

4 ) How he should relate to all things - to Allah by worship 
and obedience, to his fellow man by justice to all, and to 
the universe in general by putting those things under his 
control to good use. 

This divine message was revealed to confirm and renew 
the relationship between man and his Creator and to 


reinstate the sincere and correct worship of the one true 
God, Allah, who says: 

\ Then let them respond to Me and believe in Me that 
they may be [rightly] guided. >(Quran, 2:186) 

Why Islam? 

Islam is not a new religion; it is not a different religion. It 
is in essence the same religion that Allah (or “God”) sent 
to all mankind through all His prophets at different times 
in history - the religion that had unfortunately been 
changed through human adulterations, theology and 
philosophy. That is why the Prophet Muhammad M came 
as the last and final prophet and messenger of Allah. He 
needed to come to remove all the riddles and confusion in 
the lives of people. He corrected matters of diversion in 
belief that were introduced by confusing human 
philosophy and theology. He restored the pure 
monotheistic belief of our Creator and brought the most 
perfect and most noble understanding of Allah (or “God”). 

The purpose of life is to know Allah, to believe in Him 
and to worship Him according to how He wants to be 
worshipped, this includes that we live our lives according 
to His commands. In the Quran, Allah tells us that since 
the messages of all prophets before the Prophet 
Muhammad ^have been distorted, none of these 
objectives could be achieved correctly except through His 
last and final message, and therefore He will judge people 
on the Day of Judgment based on whether they believed 
and followed Islam. Allah says: 

Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is 
Islam. > (Quran, 3:19) 


In the same chapter Allah declares: 

And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - 
never will it be accepted from him, and he, in the 
Hereafter, will be among the losers (in the 
Hellfire). £ (Quran, 3:85) 

Muslims believe that the present life is a trial in 
preparation for the next realm of existence. Muslims know 
that man was not created merely for this worldly life; 
rather this world was created for man. 

So, if a fool lives to eat and a wise man eats to live, then a 
believer lives to worship Allah. 

How Does Someone Become a Muslim? 

To become a Muslim a person simply needs to say 
the Shahadah (Declaration of Faith) with sincere 
conviction: “ Ash-hadu al-la elaha ilia-Allah wa ash-hadu 
anna Muhammadan rasulu Allah ” one becomes a Muslim. 
This saying means, “I testify that there is no deity [worthy 
of worship] except Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is 
the messenger of Allah.” 
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